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 Y Friends, you are 
Buppole your buſineſs now is, 
ralking ; and I am for a turn or, 
two with you, ; | 
| 3B. You may well gueſs ſo; 
for you ſeldom meet us here, jn 
he Church, upon any other 
vccaſion. © _ | 
A. 1 wiſh you had ſpoken 
that Penitently, So I am ſure 
"you oughe to have done. And 
if you had come a little ſooner, 
$'ou had learnt that duty from a 
very good Sermon. _. 


V 


ok 
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ee? 
prnpuarl 


B. A Sermon! Twas never 

well with the world ſince weÞWp 
have had ſo much Preaching. y 

_ 4. Totheſame purpoſe ſaid 

the Idolatrous Jews ro the Pro. 4 

| phet feremiah, that ſince they 
| had left ro burn Incenſe tothe Queent 


. of Heaven, they had wanted all 
| things, and had never ſeen good 
days. All times have afforded} 
 matcer enough of complaint, 
and I muſt confeſs there hath 
been a ſort of Preaching that 
hath greatly contributed to the 
evils of ours : bur in this place, 
and fuch;like, there is, I hope, 
no danger of hearing - any 
of thoſe peſtilential Do&trines, 
that once poyſoned the publick 
Air. I amlurethe true Primi. 
tive Chriſtianity teacheth things 

2, # — —— ma. 


\ 
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; " concerning Wet ching., Z 
thatwould cure all our maladies 
were they duly heeded, and 
put in praCtice : I need not tell 
you how earneſtly it every 
where preſſeth Humility-and Mo- 
deſty, Patiencs and Self-denyal, 
Charity and Peace, Mortification to 
the world, and Conſcientious ſub- 
miſſion-ro- Governours. Theſe - 
our Miniſters preach, and I ſup- 
dF poſe you will not ſay, that ſuch © 
{Preaching promotes the evils 
of the times, if it do, 'tis very 
accidentally, and ſo, as the 
Grace of God is turn'd into laſci. 
Vouſneſs, and the ſtrivings of 
his Spirit may contribute to __ 
y | Mens greater hardneſs, 
B. I ſpeak not againſt 
Preaching; but we have too | 
much on'r. 


A. Ve 


4 "Wt 4 Dialogue wm 
A. We have more reafon to 
thank God for the plenty, than 
ro quarrel at the abundance. [: 
would be yery humorſorme and 


fooliſh ro complain that theſf 


Rivers run with more water 
than is neceſſary for our occx- 
ſions; and *twould have be 


raelites to have murmured, be- 
cauſe more Manna fell than they 
could uſe. : 

B. Do you not think ther 
that there may be over-doing in 


This ? 


A. Yes doubtleſs; when al 
religious offices are ' run into 


_____ Preaching, when that exclude 


the publick Prayers, and Cate- 
chiſing ; when private-Preach- 
ing days are ſet apart without 


_ Autho. 


[C0 
al 


TIT” 


concerning hing, 5 
Authority, to humor the wan. 
nconneſs of vain people, alltheſc 
I arc over-doing. 
4 8B. But is not conſtant 
ef Preaching twice every Sunday, 
beſides occaſional weekly Ser- 
\. mons, too much 2? 
nfl 4 It may be too much for | 
Miniſter ; it may be too much, | 
F where the people will not fre- 
quent thoſe afternoon Sermons, 
nor are prejudiced againſt them; 
ofj'© may be ſo in Country Pariſh- 
es, and where no remarkable 
inconvenience arifeth from the | 
omiſſion of them : But in Cities ____ | 
Yand great Towns, ( as thetimes 
are) they are in a manner ne- 
cellary; ſince without them, 
uYpcople would idle more about, 
= =P and 


6 © A Dialogue 
and more would run to the 
- Conventicles, and *rwould oc- | 
calion the reproach of lazineſs, 
on our Minifters, and turn d1- 
vers off from the Church, that 
are kept in tolerable. order by i 


this double diligence. i 
There is nor juſt ſo much. 


Preaching ſer and ſtared by rhe: 
Laws of Chriſt, and the Chnrch,|þ 
as muſt not be-exceeded ; buf | 
ſo much 13 due as Edification, ſl , 
Peace and Order require ; now ; 
this 15 more or leſs, according a 

circumſtances of times are; 
and ours are fuch as make it 
very behooveful for Miniſters 
—abound 1n-this-work; -what-1 
grievous in 1t 1s to them, who 


gE 
have much more labour imjy ; 
poled on them than forme 1; 


time 


concerning Preaching, 7 


times expected, and in Ea 


| being advanced in Pproportio- 


nable maintenance, | and en- 
couragement, that is faln as 


| much (or more ) than their 
| work 1s increaſt. So that "ris 
| indeed very hard upon them, 

"W bur wee, the people, have no __ _ 


| realon to complain. 


'B. But Preaching being ſo 


| frequent and common, "be. 
| comes contemptiblc by it; and 
© is ſo much the lels heeded. 


A. T his 1s too true : and 'tis 


| © great evil and aiſcourage- 


ment tothoſe that labour 1n the 


"f Word and Do@rine : but what 
| help fo'rir> To reſtrain and put 


a ftop to the courle of Preach- 


Þ ing ro cure this abuſe, would in 


| | liketyhood be followed with 2 


3 train | 


—$ = #- Diaioene 

train of greater Evils; and as 
circumſtances are, it could not 
be done, without manifeſt dan- 

er to the great Intereſts both of 

Church and State. If the regu- 
lar Clergy ſhould leave tre- 

\ quent Preaching, the Conven- | 
_ ticle-meetings would ſwallow | 
all: and therefore, upon the Þ 
whole, whatever is to be 
thought *of the thing it elf, 
nakedly, and abſtractedly con- 
l1dered, -itis_ not, I think, any 
matter of juſt complaint, that 
there is ſo much Preaching : 
where the fault is not in the] 
.auality, the-plenty 1s-no grie- 
Yance. | _— 
C. For my part I muſt con-fi 
ics I ſeldom hear Sermons, '1þ 
_ _ Jove the Prayers of the Church, 
; and Þ 


eo? hw. Ay Fo 4 p—_ |, wy — S— — —_— _— FRE 


concerning Pzeaching, 9 
and I care not much for 
| Preaching. 

| 4. It 15 a great unhappineſs 
| to mankind, that we are ſo apt 
| to run from one extreme into 
| another : In the late times (and 


the quite contrary, pretend to 
| magnifie the publick prayers, 
but vilifie Preaching ; and make 
© {Hearing nothing. So that one. 
E duty and part of Religion 1s {et- 
up.to conflict and deſtroy ano- 
{ther. - And [ obſerve, that uſu - 
1þ-lly people of this pretence, do: 
| Fin goo earneſt care for nei- 
2 ther. — : 
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Preaching is an Evangelical 
_ Inſtitution, and the Commiulit. 
on given the Apoſtles was, that 


they ſhould go and teach all Na. | 
fions :; and Saint Pal faith, Þ 


Twas neceſſary for him to Preach 
the Goſpel, and woe to him if he 


nm diditnot; -and that he-was not 
tent 10 Baptiſe bur to Preach, 
L{ or. 1. 17, Vit, not eodothe 


tormer chiefly. Faith comes by 
hearing . and how ſhall they bear 
without a Preacher > This was 
the way whereby God convey- 
ed' his mind un men in all 


= RE Noah was a Preacher of | 


Rivhtconfneſs; and God Ipake 


uns them of old, by the preach- 


mg of the Prophets. I need not 
Preach more on this plain and 


well known Subject. 


C. But 


Fe I FRF. a PIE ae Cannabdd 
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concerning Paeaching, 11 
1 C. But ours I ſuppoſe is nor 
- & like the 4poſtolical and Propheti- 
it Þ cal Preaching. 

| 4. Iris not indced like theirs 
in reſpect of the immediate in{pi- 
| ration which the Prophets and 
| Apoſtles had, but our Miniſters 


. | ſpect of the Authority of an im- 
c | mediate miſſion, afliſted by the 
y | miracles they were inabled ro - 
rÞ perform , it 15 nor like in reſpect 
5 | of the perſons Preacht to, who 
- | were chiefly Infide)s, or the 
|S circumſtances of the action, 
LE without the ſerled forms-of_de- 
: Þ cency, which now are uled, bur 
- could not be then. Bur as to 
[| -the matter, and the'ends, which 
| are the man rhings, Our 
Preaching 1s as theirs was; - Our 
| ——x Mules: 


| have nor. It is not like inre- © 


2 A Dialogne 


Miniſters Preach the ſame 
Feſus in the circumſtances of his 
Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrecti- 
en, Aſcenſion, Mediation, and 
all the reſt, the ſame doctrines, | 
duties, incouragements, re- | 
wards and ounilfments with þþ 


p, 
[ 
1 
| 
| 


. men. 1n order to the glory of 
. God, andthe Salyation of their ſh 
' Souls, as the Apoſtles, and Pri- 
_ mutive Preachers did. _ 
(All theſe were neceſlary to 
| bePreach'd to men while they 
continued in Judaiſm, or Heathe- 
xiſm ; bur what nced of them Þ 
now, when they are believ'd 
and entertained in the world ? | 
A. There is ſtill need, and 
will be ſo to the worlds end. 
"There are young that muſt be 


1nitla- 


concerning Pzeaching, 13: 
initiated, and adult that are to 
be confirmed ; there. are weak: 
to. be ſtrengthened ; and doubt- 
to be reſolved, and ſetled., 
e Pious to be direted, 
and Wicked to be reproved;' 
"Þ There are Hereticks and other: 
| Erroneous, and many who art; 
| the botrom are Inhidels, chat 
| muſt be confuted, and with-: * 
" ſtood : Theſe needs are and 
FF will be ſtill, and Preaching is; 
the ordinary means that God. 
hath appointed'in his Church % 
Þ miniſter ro ſuch eccahions, ſo. - 


Þ dinance to ſerve the_firſt times 
| only, bur is of perpetual. ne- 
| ceſliry and uſe. And therefore. 

| when our Saviour delivered the. 
| Commillion to. the Apoſtles to. 

| F's teach 


| that this was not a temporary or-. 4 


14 |  Dialogne 
reach all Nations, he gave it to 
them and their ſuccellors, and 
annext a promile of his perpc- 
tual help, which continues ſtill, 

and will always, viz, that he 


would be with hoba to the end of | 
the world. 


C. Well; well! 1 think 1 


know as much as the Preacher 
can tell me; and therefore 


ſhall not trouble my ſelf much | 


With hearing Sermons. | 

A. No wile man will think 
you the more knowing for that 
opinion. You have read what 


ene thac knew a greatdeal ſaid, 


Seeft thor a man wiſe in his own 
conceit, there is more hope of a fool 
than of him, Prov. 26.12. And 
another, He that thinks he knows 
hy thi, knows _—_ Jet as be 


ovoht 


| T8 - POE ns. 


concerning Preaching, 15 


| ouoÞt to know. 1 Cor. 8. 2. For 
| even Apoſtles, and the greatelt, 
| confelt that they knew. but in 


part, and faw through a glaſs 
darkly. 1 Cor. 13. 9. And Solo. 


| mn you know hath pronounc'd 
| roundly againſt opiniators,faying, 


Thar *ris the fool that rageth, and 


is confident, Prov. 14. 16. But 
you did know fo much, that 
| you were not to be taught, yet 
| fince others do not, and Preach- 
| ing 15 neceſlary for their wants, 
| you ought to encourage the 
| attendance _by__ your _example,_..... 
| though you had no other rea; 
} lon to hear Sermons: Yea, you 
| would have need however to: 
| hear on your own ſcore ; For 
| the delign of Preaching ts not.£0 
| teach men new things; not 


always 


6 A Dialogue 
always to inform the under- 
| landing in matters before un- 
known ; but ſometimes it gives 
order and method ro our fm 
ge: which perhaps were {ſk 
perplext, and (o ſets things in ſn 
their right peta, helping us-to-ſſ a 
clearnels of conception, which Þ| ic 
s 2 great advantage : Itis de- Þn 
fen'T to bring known things to | p 
F 


our minds, to render them pre- 
| fent to our thoughts, to awaken 
confideration, and by. that to 
excite the affections, and ingage || | 
| the practice: It s not ſo much. ba 
eur Want, that we do not know 
our duty, as that we are dead, 
and cold; and averſe to practile 
What weare acquainted with; i 
fo- that it is the buſineſs of Þ 
Preaching: to ſet before us. the 


proper 


_ concerning Paeaching, 17 
Yroper motives, and conſidera- 
ions to move us to ſutable- 
s ation. The grand cauſe of 
r Emens fins and neglects is mcon- 
e ideration, and Preaching is a 
2 Emeansto cure that, And let me 
) 
1 


ask you, whether you do not 
ſometimes find your ſelf much 
moved by what 1s ſaid, and 
preſt by another, when you had 
had the ſame things in your 
| © mind before, without cflect 2 
\ | C. [cannot deny that, but 1 
| {ce but little good that Preach- 


_þ ing doth in che world : Men re- |; 


| main the fame after all theix 

| heating. 

| A. More good, many, times, 
1s done than. appears; and I 

| doubtnor bur it 1s ſo inthe pre- 

| ſent caſe, There are ſeeds of 

Piery 


18 'A Dialogne 
Picty and Vertue ſown 1n the 

Soul, that fhew chemfelves not 
a long while after, till time, 
further conſideration and occa- 
ton bring them forth , many 
convictions lodged in the con 
{ciences of wicked men, that 
lie there like fire in a flint, 
rill they are excited, and then" 
they become means and inſtru- Þ 
ments of repentance: many |" 
hints of truths taken without 
pretent emotion, that after- 
wards much influence the un- 
derſtanding and practice, ſome Þ- 


_ habitual fear of God, and love Þ 


and elteem of religion, planted 


inſenfibly in the mind, that in 


their ſeaſon work great effects; 
and I doubt not but by theſe, | 
Men that arc Very bad, are in | 
SW divers 


concerning P2eaching, ro 
divers inſtances reſtrain'd and 
rendered Jeſs wicked than other- 
wilethey would be. And though 
| have as deep a ſence of the 
yileneſs of the world as moſt 
men have, yet I queſtion nor but 
[that 3c would. be very much 
worle were it not for Preach- 
ing ; many there are who pub- 
lickly own; and ſhew the be- 
; Þ nefit rhey receive from it, and 
|*tis fit the River ſhould run on, 
though bur tew men, or beaſts 
are refreſh'd by it. 
| C. We have indeed read of 


Þ great effects of Preaching here- 


| rofore, as of Jonas on the Nine- 
| Vites, and St. Peter's on the three 
| thouſand converted at one Ser- 
| tnon; and .0rpbews and others- 
among the Heathens, have done 
Fe ſtrange 
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ſtrange things by the force of 
their Poetry and Eloquence, 
but now we fee no ſuch things, 
- whichis a plain indication that 
our Preaching is little worth. 
A. "Tis an ill meaſure to 
judge of the worth of things by 
" their ſuccels. The inſtances 
you give aregreat, but as con. 
fiderable Preachers as thole 
have nor ſucceeded, as they did. 


-Yow know how it was with 


Noab- in reference to the: old 
world, to whom he preach'd 
many years without ſuccels on 


tamily : Lot, no doubt, exhorted | 


and reproved the Sodomites, but 
to how little -purpoſe? The 
Prophets were earneſt and 
powerful in theis Proacing, 

an 


T.50 


concerning Pzeachitng, 2 1 
and yet few believed their re- 
port, but the people continued 
till a ſtubborn and perverſe ge- 
neration. Our Saviour preacht 
to many that would neither re- 
ceive him, nor his dorine, not- 


withſtanding the divinity of his 


perſon, and the power of his 


miracles : 


And St. Paul, one of 


[the moſt powerful of Preachers, 


after great pains with the Theſſa- 


Þ lonians ſeems to fear thathe had 


labour'd in vain with them, 1 The. 


3. 5. and after much inftructi- 
on beſtowed on the Hebrews he 
| complains-that_though _for the ___ 
| time, they ought to have been 


FE teachers, they had ſtill- need to be 


taught again which were the 
Principles of the Oracles of God. . 
Hebrews 5. 12. So that the 

want 


22 _ A Daalqone 


want of ſucceſs is not alway; 


ing. And owrs certainly hath 
as great a_ ſnbject, as great ends 
as great motives, and as great 
helps as ever any, bating the 


emmediate and extraordinary, had. 


C.Fhercfore doubtleſs the de: 
fect is in the Preaching, and our 
Preachers have not the way, or 
ability to uſe thoſe advantages. 

A. Onr Preachers are men, 
and have imperfections; and[ 
contefs there are divers forrs 0 


Preaching that have no perſua. 


| five force tn them : Bur yer ma- 


_ ny thathave moved much, have 
been tn their perſons, knorw- 
ledge, and other natural talencs 
as indifferent, as generally our 
Divines are : and fome of our 
Preaching 


I 
juſtly chargeable on the Preach.(pl 


he 


concerning Pxeaching. 2 3 
ay;Preaching is as fubſtancial, 
-h.Eplain and forceable, both as to. 
11 ſihe matter, and manner of 1t, . 
d; ſÞ perhaps any Age fince the 
1 YApoſtles harh yielded. and yet 
heffuch doth nor prevail. There 
4d is therefore fomewhar more in 
e. ic than you imagin. 

rf C. Pray whar? 

| A- In order to your infor- 
; mation in this matter, I 1n- 
1 | freat you to conlider, thart in all 
affairs, both of nature and mo- 
rality, the ſeemingly greateſt 
and fitteſt means, many times, 
produce nothing , when things 


| mean, andco appearance, con-- + 


| temptible, work wonders. This 
| might be exemplified in divers 
| of the great changes of the 
| world, and js to be fcen daily 
In 


2.4 A Dialogue 
in the variations that happen in 
the Spirits, and Actions of par: 
ticular men. There are cer- 
tain diſpoſitions required in 
the Subject, in order to its being 
attected, or altered by the 
Agent : where thole' diſpoſtti- BW. 
ons are, a {mall matter makes ap 
. great impreſſion ;, but where if 


b 
they are not, the greateſt effett; af 
nothing : The moſt warm Sun, | (; 
and ſeaſonable ſhowers caule 
no.yerdure on a rock; when a D 
few kindly beams, and favour- |}, 
able drops make the graſs ſhoot 
in the F vieful meads. There 
__ are analogous preparations and. 
_ -dilpolitions "in the ſpirits of 
men, that ariſe from the con- 
currence. of many circum- 
Rances, the conjunction. - of 


which ? 


ena ITY 


vhich is not obſerved : where 
luch are as are proper to incline 
he ſubject, mean inſtruments 
ork mightily, where they arc 
ranting, the /ame, yea and thoſe 
hat in themſelves are more po- 
tent and forcible, are fruitleſly 
employ'd. Now under the 
” Yappearance of 'the ſame- prin- 
aples, inclinations, humors and 
appetites, there is a vaſt inlen- 
ſible diverſity in thele unheeded 
circumſtances; ſo that one is 
powerfully moved by that. 
which no way. affects another , 
2s we ſee ina trivial inſtance of 


one mans YN by the 


\ am "ws ww 


ac mane ping farmer oye 


agrecable beauty, that 15 no- 
thing taking to another, cqually 
amorous: and the ſmalleit 

—— 


26 A" Dialoone 
thing kindles him that is lo in 
ſenſibly diſpoſed, when all tf 
charms of the ſame perlon af 
1oſt apon another. 1give chifſe®! 
inſtance, not ont of lightneſs in Pt 
ſo ſerious a matter, but becauk of 
[ cannot at preſent think of 1 ch 
better, that ſo plainly i]luſtrats}N** 
_ what I endeavour to repre-f*" 
ſenr. "= 
C. This ſhews indeed hon © 
particular men may be ſomeN" 
times moved by ſmall things 
when the ſame, and greater, ; 
make no impreſſions elſewhere. | © 
Bur how is it that multitudes arc} © 
{trongly affected together, as in * 
 rhecaſe of Sr. Peter's threethou-Þ- 
Hand, and the ſudden converſion} 
of whole Nations ? 
A. The perſons that were in. 
ſ{truments 


'v 


_ concerning Paeaching, 27 
uments in thoſs wonderful 
onverſions, were acted by an_ 
xtraordinary Spirit, which 
h;ſave them extraordinary al- 

. : Whſtance, and prepar'd the hearts 

of men . for thole wonderful 

changes ; and it wasnot the bare 

narural force of their Preaching, 

and Eloquence, that was the 

cauſe of thole mighty operati-- 
[ons : So that theſe are not fair 

inſtances in our caſe. 


e- 
NN © Bur will you not grant 


that Preaching hath generally 

'Þ affected more in other of the or- 

dinary Ages of the Church, than 

\ | itdoth in this? 

| _ 4 Tmuſt grant it, and think \ 
that it ſcarce>ever influenced |] 

| the people leſs. en 


C. Well ! and1s not the caule 
= of 


20 aw, i / 0gne 


of the want.of ordinary fucceſs 
the meannels and defects of the 

preſent preaching. _ 
A. You may gather from 


- do not judge ſo. As in parti- 


bodies, and in whole Nations 
there may be a concurrence of 

_ favourable or croſs circum. 
ſtances that cither diſpole to, or 

| hinder the efle&t =, influence 
| op of Preaching. You remember 

E that in the beginning of the late 
unhappy times, the Preaching 
of the Puritan Miniſters ( then 
lo call'd) did great things, 
ſtrangely prevailing upon the 
t conſhiderable changes 


dou 


lives 


what I have been ſaying that [} 


cular” perſons, ſo in publickÞ 


- PS” and there were no 


wrought 'upon many of their | 


org Preaching, 1 


lives by it, atleaſt, to reforma- 
tion from open prophaneneſs, 
andirreligion ; which we have 


[no need to aſcribe to their hav- 


ing greater matters to ſay than 
were ſaid before, or ſince : But 
there was then a concurrence of 
many things that diſpoled the 
multitude to be fo aftefted. 


They were much ſcared with 


the noiſe of Superſtition and Po- 
pery, by thole who pretended 
themſelves to be the only 
Preachers, and defenders. of 
the pure, and Spiritual religion : 
and people that are frighted are 


loftned, and rendred very im- 


preſſible : and then, the _pre- ___] 


tences of thoſe men werevery 
taking, it was all light and myfte- 
7y, and Spurituality that they 
raughr, 


Jo ADiadogie © 


| their Dodrines : Theirs were 


nga, ſet out by new conceits, 
| and new phraſes, by great car. 
neftneſs and fervours of mighty 
zeal, which things eſpecially 
when they are new, fill the ima. 
gination, and by that work ex- 
—__ upon the affections of 
the yulgar, . Befides which, the 
times wete troubled, and dil: 
contented; men were angry 
with their Governours, and 
diffatisfied with the legal eſta. 
bliſhments ( which then 'rwas 
part of the power of godlineſs to 
oppoſe) And this begat the 
oreater opinion of, and affect: 
on to_ thofe -Preachers, and 


prin, | oo | web oy 2A  iknkews. .AuS ' ex ou. 


» JJ thas —_ ty aw Pope 


looked' on as the only Soul. 
ſaving Sermons, and thoſe con- 
ceits contributed mightily to 
tick 


concerning ÞMearhing., 31 
, the ſucceſs of them : ſo that. 
they could not chooſe but pre-. 
yall upot warm, imaginative 
cople, ſo prepared and diſpo- 
* But when the conſtituci.. 
ons of the Church were deſtroy- 
Hl cd, and thoſe ways no longer 
met oppoſition, when the no. 
"Nl velty of che notions and phra- 
ſes was over, and the things be- 
Fan to grow ſtale, and accu- 
omed to them, then you may 
uy remember, chat thoſe moving 
Preachers aftected nothing ſo 
much as they had done ME: a 
Then we heard great com. 
laints of the comparative un- ___ 
be uency-of converhtons, and 
hetok of that warm zeal that 
the people were acted by in the 
vl former ſeaſon. Such were the 
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diſpoſitions that contributed to 
therr popularity : But our Mi 
nifters are under the quite con- 
trary diſadvantages, fo that 'tis 
a rare thing it any of them be 
very popular, though never þ 
excellent Preachers. 
C. Pray what are thole dif. 
advantages you ſpeak of? | 
- A. The generality of the 
people have their phancigs &! 
poſieft with the notions, phra- 
les, and ways of thoſe other 
men, and (o are prejudiced, or 
indiſpoſed to that Preaching that 
would inſtru& them better. Ma- 
ny of them follow thoſe Teach 
-ers into Conventicles, and ſc- 
_veral that do not, have an 
hankring after the Garlick and 
Onions; and ochers are cold 
DE - and 
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and indifferent to ſuch'marters 
Yone way, or other : The hurt 

that the irregular leading -men: 
did by their Preaching, hath be-. 
oot 1n divers a diſlike 'and dil 
ſteem of the thing it ſelf : and: 

* Wor their ſakes alſo the Perſons of 
Four Miniſters undergo diſreſpect: 
nd contempt : Their practices 
. ave begot in many an averſi- 
Z -, or at leaſt a RR ro 1 

ergy, as ſuch, not diſtinguiſh. 

8 —— the Roos. and. 

be innocent : Atheiſts, Papiſts, 
hanaticks, the debauched 
vers, and the covetous envi-- 
_5, make it their buſineſs ro. 
\ Fender, vilifie, and expoſe. 
hem. The preferments that. 
re good raile envy, the vaſt 
umber of mean. and poor. 

G } Vicarages 
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Viearages beget contempt, and 
beck! bs 65 and ge as 
il will can take occafion, are 
applyed to the whole Order. 

C. But do you not think the 
prefent Clergy have a great ma. 
ny faults that deſerve the dif: 
_reſpect that 3s fallen onthem.- 

-Z. SO big a body of men can. 
not - be without faults : but 
'rwould be too great a diverſion 
from our A buſineſs to 
diſcourſe 66 L have ro fay of 
chat now, I may rake another 
occaſion to talk with you fully 
about it, I ſhall only note a 
prefent, that. they ſuffer for 0- 
_ thers faults as much, or more 
than for their own. Many ol 


the old Romiſh Prieſthood got 


great poſleſſions by abuſing tht ' 


Credu- 


concerning PtAthing, 37 
nd credulity of the people at their 
4} death; and the contrary humor 
re Nl prevails fo much now, that 
karce any thing is given by Will 
to Clergy or Church uſes : even 
the link! that 1s left *s thoughe 


too - much, and every one 


|| catching from 'them 'what he 
ean. The Fanatical and Sedi- - 
tious Clergy Preacht us into 
Rebellion, and many are fo 
off fer againſt the whole Order 'by 
ll it, that they cannot endare any 
7M of that gown, though moſt op- 
all polite to thoſe principles and 


2 (almoſt ) -5-- nimming, od 


fl ways : Now the caſe being thus _ 
ON asto their faculty and perſons, 


ol ir cannot be expected that their 
"F labours ſhould be very taking . 
i and fince there is ſuch an un. 


- G 4 happy | 
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happy conjunction of ſo man 
other circumſtances to indif 


poſe the people to the | 


Preaching, it is no wonder our 


Preachers have not- that influ. 


ence, and lead not the popu- 
lace, as ſome others have 
done. 


- - # 


_ Preachers doit {ti]], though the 
Novelty you {poke of be over, 
which 1s a ſign it was not that 
which occaſioned their fo great 
prevalency, and ſuccels, 

| 4. Novelty was one of the 
concurring circumſtances men- 


tioned ; that is gone indeed, but. 


= h 
the others are revived, and new 
added, the fears of Popery, the 


oppolition to eſtabliſhments, 


the diſcontent, the glory of be- 
ing 


C. But the -non-conforming 
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ing thought more godly, the 
phancy of perſecution, and ſuch 


like, are as formerly : and there 


| are over and above, the great 


excels of Atheiſm and Pro- 
haneſs, that the ſcandals they 
fave brought on Religion have 


& occaſioned, and their pity to- 


wards their Teachers whom 
they look on as opprelt, by be- 
ing diſplaced: Theſe make 
them ſtick cloſe, and to- hear . 
their Preachers with more af. 
tection, and zeal of attention, 
which-aftords them advantages 


tor fame and applauſe. _Butfor - - 
all this, role. when. they de-..._._ 


claim againſt Jdolatry, Superſtiti- 
on, Will-worſhip, Formality, the 
people figh- and take , on, and 
kem. to be. much. moyed,. yet _ 
THE = 
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ler them hut Preach heartily 
and home againſt :malice, cenſo- 
riouſneſs, - bitter zeal, hing, - ſlaw- 
_  dermig,, ſchiſm, diſobedience ro law. 
fal 'Goyernours, ſpiritual pride, 
waywardneſs, fondneſs towards un- 
certain opinjons, and ſuch like fins 
__ of the parties; they will then 
find very cold entertainment of 


their doctrine, and move no 


paſſions by it, but rage and ani- 
molity againſt themſelves; and 
the conſequents, withdrawings 
from their meetings, and bird 


revilings of their perſons. So 


that indeedtheir Teachers how 


powerful ſocver eſteem'd have 
not power to move them to any 
thing contrary to their humor, 
and the corrupt intereſt of their 


patty: and therefore I never Þ 


heard 
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heard but of 'one man among 
them who durft venture to tell 
them plainly and honeſtly their 
own fins; and him, though o- 
therwiſe the moſt conſiderable 
perſon . that goes with them, 
they worry, and perſecute with 
their bittereſt . reproaches and 
FF invectives. ED 

D. For my part I think the 
way for our Miniſters to bring 
the people back again to our 
Church, would be to out-preach 
thoſe Teachers which you ſo 


much condemn. 


Cidtns 


(ee) 


—_— 4 nf 


what ſort of Miniſters outz 
preach the other. The pope 
ſo diſpoſed and prepoſleſt, as I 

have [wn ours generally are, 


will always judg on the {ide of 
S | the | 


A 


the- men that flatter them, 
and, cant in their phraſes , 
and. ſtand in oppoſition to the 
Goyernmenr, ſo that though 
aur. Miniſters ſpake all like 
Angels, and all theirs brayed 


_ give the power and ſpirituality 


know the Apologue, the Night- 
ingale- and Cuckoo lung, the 
Alle was judge; The appeal 
was made, and the ſentence 
was, 'That he cou'd not deny 


© but che Nightingale did well, 


the: Cuckoo. | 

D.. They will confeſs indeed 
that there 1s not ſo much Elo- 
| 
| their Sermons, but they are 
| T. com- 


| Hhke- Afﬀes, thoſe people would. 


an their f1de. I ſuppoſe, you- 


= butfor a plam Sonz ke was for 


quence and fine language in | 


concerning Pzeaching, 4r 
commended and followed for 
their Plainneſs. : 
A. "Plainneſs is one of the beſt 
- | charaRters any Sermon, or other 
Diſcourſe can have; and he is 
the Speaker that haththe art to. 
Þ be plain. Burone of the greateſt 
faults I find with thoſe mens. 
Þ| Sermons 15, that they are not. 
- | fo. They generally ſtate their 
doctrines confuledly, in words 
| | metaphorical and ambiguous ; and 
> || direct to practice myſtically, and 
; || obſcurely in phraſes, and odd 


ſchemes of ſpeech, not; under- 
JN ſtood, and ſcarce intelligible, 

as hath been ſufficiently. Sd 
{ | ia divers lace Books. Theſe 

the people having been uſed to, 
1 | by them in the late times, 
e | though. they underſtand -no 


meanme 


V 
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meaning in them, yet they take 


them to be plain, -at leaſt to be 


ſo to ſpiritual underſtandings, 
which they preſume their own 
are. Another part of their Plain- 
neſs confiſts in homely ſimilitudes, 
and rude and blunt allnfions, 
accommodated to the humer 
of the vulgar, who love ſuch 
” familiar Preaching, as they cal] 
it, which is indeed a debaſing of 
Religion, and expoſing what 
they deliver to the Form of thoſe 
of a better reliſh. Whereas 
our Miniſters repreſent their 
doctrines and inſtructions in 
clearnefs of thought, and fim- 
plicity of ſpeech, without non- 


without meaning. This I am 
_ ſure is ſointhoſe that Thear, and 
| 


—— 
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_* lenſical myſteries, and words | 
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| hope moſt other regular 


: Miniſters endeavour the fame. 


_D. And yer heard 
le complaig that they can. 
nears kgs Free 
ſters. Tr. 
4. Some would ſay, they 
have been ſo much uſed to non- 
ſence, that ſence is a hard thing 
to them : Plaineſt things may 
ſeem difficult to thoſe that are 
not accuſtomed to hear them. 
Our Miniſters find it neceſlary 
fomerimes to ſhew the reaſo. 
nablenels of the principles and 
duties of the Chriſtian religion, 
for the -alliflance of thoſe of 
more advanced underſtandings, 
againſt the pretences and al- 
faults of Atheiſts and Infidels : 
and *ris impoſlible ſo to EXPrelE 
| A 
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all the matters that concern 


thoſe great ſubjects, as that 
every vulgar | head, that hath 
not been uſed to thinking, and 
deep reaſoning, ſhould preſent- 
+ Iy take them. No, theſe though 
never fo plainly diſcourſt will 
require manly,exerciſed minds, 
or they will not be receiv'd, or 
 comprehended , and Miniſters 
- muſt divide the word to every 
_ one his partion, and not always 
ſpeak to one ſort. If there be 
-any thing in this complaint, 
oy L am ſure is the ground, 


which the Preachers cannot fl 


help, except they could create 
underſtandings for their hearers: 
Otherwiſe they indeavour, pro- 
teſs and practiſe Plainneſs : and 
in thoſe ſubjects roo, as far as 


the ib: 


1 wwies we# |=» ame 


Þ| reaſon that the molt learned men -- 


fl cheinature of the thing will bear. 


_ concerning, Pyeaching. 45. 


Their ornament and all they 
pretend as language, is Plain- 
neſs : and the great fault they 
2ccule the orhers of is want of 
it: you may. ſee in their books 


againſt chem that they chiefly 


reprove, and expoſe thole men _ 


for their affetation of mylteri- 


ous non{ence, and words with- 


out knowledge, that is, for 
their not being intelligible, and 
plain. T 
D. Plain Preaching doubtleſs 

is beſt : and that it may be is the 


are not the beſt Preachers ; for © 
they ſpeak in-a{cholar-like way, 
and cannot deſcend to ordinary 
Capacities. =. 
A. lhave indeed often heard 
_—_ that. 
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though it hath ſome ſhew of 
rruth, yer there is much miſtake, 
if not malice againſt Learning 
init, There are a ſort of learned 
men who have ſpent moſt of 
their time, and pains upon 
| Lag and Antiquities (things 

in their kind very good and 


nſeful ) others whole chief 
employment hath been Schoo!l- 


Divinity, and the ſpinoſities of 
controvyerſie : and theſe of- each 


kind, generally get great famc 


for Wo But then, per- i 
_ haps, they do not exerciſe them- 
felves in Preaching, which is 2 


faculcy very diſtin& from thole 
ſtudies, and requires proper 
helps and indeayours, andthere- 
_ fore it happens, when ſuch 


Preach 


that ſpokeni'as a maxim, but| 


Fo 
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concerning Preaching, 47 © | 


| Preach, that their Sermons. are 


dry and harſh, ſavouring of the 
crabbedneſs of their ſtudies and 
having little of the genius of 
moral and practical Divinity : 
This I know 3s the caſe of ſome, 
| ſay not ofallthe learned men 


of thoſe ſorts. And thisI think 


isthe occaſion of rhe obſervati- © 


on, But: then there is another 


' ſorr of learned men, whole de- 


ſign hath been to ſtudy .things, 
to furniſh their minds with 
clear and right conceptions, to 


make obſervations on human 


nature, the manners and aci- 
ons of men, to turn their 
thoughts, after due preparations, 


- towards practical Theology, to 


take parochual charges, and to 
exerciſe themſelves in frequent 
_ Preaching : 
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their learning and knowledge 
1nabled to ſpeak withthe moſt 
judgment, propriety and plain- 
neſs. For ( as I intimated be- 
Fae” It requires parts and un- 
derſtanding to be plain. He 
muſt chink diſtintly and clear- 
| ly that would teach fo: and the 
true uſeful learning is the pro- 
2 inſtrument to inable a man 
or that. - 
D. But if ſo much knowledg 
'and underſtanding is neceflary 
to the conſtituting a true and 
plain Preacher, methinks we 


| thould nothave fo many in that - 
bulineſs :- for the maintenance. 


of Miniſters is in moſt places ſo 


ſmall, that it will not afford en-- 


couragement for ſuch men ; and 


Preaching J And theſe are by 


others. 


{ others that are unqualified dil- 
| parage the profeſſion, and do 
- | miſchief co the publick. pms 
A. If I ſhould ſpeak 'to the 
thing it ſelf, I ſhould ſay, that as 
the maintenance for Miniſters, 
and the conſequents are, poſli. 
bly a much - leſs number of 
Preachers might ſuffice ; But 
our circumſtances muſt be con- 
lidered : The common people 
count almoſt nothing elſe Ser- 
vice, and diſcharge of duty in 
ſupply of a Cure,but Preaching: 
and the Diſlenters carry all by 
that, ſo that as our i are, 
Ps indifferent Preaching a - 
e more expedient, than much 
better, when more limited and 
reſtramed. Burt as to this, the 
Governours of the Church are 
the 


© concerning Preaching. 49 


 weareto acquieſce in what they 


_— — 
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the beſt Judges of what is fit and 


C. Ithink that ncither they, 
nor we need make ſo much 
adoe about it, for Preaching i; 
no part of Divine Worſhip. 

A. 1 believe you are out in b) 
that, for pray what do you call k 


Divine Worſhip ? W i; 
C. Prayer, and Thanksgiving, l 
and Sacramental Communion. i 


A. You name me ſome 6 l 
the parts of Worſhip, bur what b 


is the general nature, and notion 


7 
_ of it? Is it not the ſolemn ac: 

___ knowledging and honouring «if 
'__ God, in the ways-he hath ap-Y/ 
Es t 


pointed ? 
C. Well! and whatthn? | 
A. Then! it follows tha 


Preaching 
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Preaching -is Worſhip, and ſo 

is hearing. For Preaching is| 

publiſhing Gods mind and will, | 

Wha the people may know: his | 

math, and obey his laws : and | 

are not his Wiſdom, Holineſs 

and Legiſlative Authority there- 

by glorified? It they are -not 

11 known, how ſhall: they be be- _ 

liev'd? if not beliey'd how can 

they be honoured ? and how can 

they be either known or be. 

of fiev'd withour being publiſh ? 

1 how can they believe on him of 

| hom they have not heard, and how 

- | can they hear without a Preacher ? 

off Rom. 1 0. 14. This 1s part of h 's 

,. | Homage and Worſhip, heis ſent} 

FW to Preach the Goſpel, And *f 
| Publick Hearins Gods word 

| preacht, is part of the peoples 

| Worthip, 
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Warſhip, fince thereby we 
Glemint! acknowledge, that he 
sour/Lord, -and that we deſire 
to know. how we may accep- 
tably. ſerve him :. That he is our 
teacher, and we are willing to 
be inſtructed by his word de. 
clared - and explained by . hi 
meſſengers: That in him i; 
our ſupream happineſs, and 
that we are delirous to know 
how we may enjoy him ; and 
all this is doing ſolemn honour 
to God our maker, and why 
_ this ſhould be denyed to be 
Worſhip, I cannot tell. 

 C. This Ihave often heard, 


--a51 ſuppoſe you have allo. 


A. It.is true, but we ſhould 


not receive every bold ſaying 
to the prejudice of our duty, 


There 
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There axe many ſuch that paſs. 


for current Among thoſe that 


are-willing to entertain them, 
that would not bearthe tryal ; 
2nd -we On to examine the 
things wie -hearbefore we admir 
thagd, 5:2 Fs 

\\Glhallnotdiffterfrom you in 
that. But pray.don't you rhink 


that Catedbi/ing is better and more 


wefnl thanſomuch Preaching ? 
- 4 Such compariſons are 
odious. Qoe:.duty1(thould nor 
be:cammended tortheidiſparage- 
mentof another; .each.ought:ro 
have its place. And indeed 
Catechiſing is a fort of Preach- 


$ ig ;-1t 115:but- another way of 


teaching the;principles of Chri- 
fian:Religion; and is no doubt 
very. uſeful, :and much needed : 

" Iy - {0 
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ſo that the Pulpit-Preaching 
ſhould not exclude this, both 
becauſe the Church hath: re. 
_quired-it, and becauſe that will" 
_.enter and make impreſſion one l 
way, that will not another. Andjſſ 
Catechiſing hath* been uſed in i 
_ thebeſt ages of the Church with 
very good. ſucceſs.” This youſſC 
know our Miniſter doth per." 
form one ſeaſon ofthe Year; tillſſ* 
all the youth is gone over tha $ 
he can get rothat exerciſe : andſſ© 
during all-thattime he Preachf 
_£th alſo. in the” afternoon 'upo 
ſome Catechiſtical head,in orde 
for the inſtruction of the Mer 
and Women,as well as: Children 
So that as Preaching doth not 
. exclude Catechiling,neither dot 
Catechiling exclude that. | 


i 
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isdouble labour I confeſs for the 
Preacher ſo to do, but - the 
People(at leaſt in great Towns) 
1} wil not be contented without 
effithe afternoon Sermon, and a 
i] Miniſter cannot do his duty to | 
nfſthe Church, and his charge, + 
vl without the other, in fit times. 
of On this occaſion I muſt take 
-r. notice to you, that generally 
ill] the people are very cold, negli- 
ay gent, and wanting to. their 
children in this matter, in that 
they do not duly catechiſe them 
at home, and do their parts for 
the in{trufting them in the 


-f principles of Religion; with- _ - 7 


enſþ out ſomething of this kind; what 


sdone in pablick will not fig- 
mfie much : And 'tis through. 
the want of domeſtick inftruci- 
3 ON, 


J 
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on, chat people grow up 
much in agnorance, and are 
thereby 10 apt to be blownfſi 
about 'by every wind of van 
dodtrine, and to be draunf9: 
away from che Qhurohiby every: 
pretender 'that whiftles them tc 

_ .cicher iro the Church of Rom ſſſte 
___onthe one hand, orthe Sects on 1 
the 'orher. i 
C. But »CQarechiling you 1a 

is Preaching, and what:!! would 
you haveprivate:men:Preach ? 
A. Yes, \every private -Chri- 
ftian may and ought to Preach 
In this fence. Exery |fuch 1s: 
 Prieſttohisown family, thats 
—Itis his duty 'to-reach them tht 
oxear Things -of Religion, ac: 
cording ro the 'beſt of his -$kill 
and knowledg. This is one! 


way 
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re {way to: provide for our fami- 
-nlies, and "tis the moſt neceſſary. 
inf{Men had better neglect the 
mn ſgctting their Children and Ser. 
rſvancs Bread and Cloaths, than 
m|Jto omut the care about this grea- 
ter and more needed proviſion. 
nl Tis noted to the honour of the 
holy Patriarch, Fhar he would 
ay teach- bus Chaldven. Timothy was 
lytzught the Scriptaves from. a 
> youth, and all Parents are re. 


afition of the Lord, Were not this 
xIdury ſo much neglected, Minz- 


{more teachable, and leſs un- 
1| capable of the greater and 
neſftronger truths that they yet 
1 know not ; more tenacious of, 


1 and 


Tl- {6h to bring up their Chil- 
chIoren m the xyrmre and adnou.. 


helffters would find their people -- ——— 
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and better ſetled in thoſe that 
they know already, and more 
able to ſhame, and to reſiſt the ſÞ 
attempts of Gain-ſayers, 0 
Among all the Preaching weſſ 
have, this is very much needed, ſ: 
and the great defect that is the 
occaſion of moſt of our Church 
maladies lyes here. *We arc 
very apt to. catch at any thing, 
that may faften a blame on our ; 
Miniſters, when there is the 
leaſt ſhew of negle&t on their 
arts; I with we could be {en. 
le of, and reform this grea © 
_ __oneofour own. __ 1 
____ (+, But what think you off 
the Homilies Are not thy 
very uſeful, and fit to be read ; 
in Churches, inſtead of 
much other Preaching 2 For 
ml 
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my part I ſhould like thar. 

A. The Homilies contain very 
go0d,pious,and wholſom inſtru- 
ations and doctrines ; and in due 
place and time may be uſed 
with great profit and advantage. 
'E Buc I ſuppoſe you do not pre- - 
tend to have them into exclude 
all other Pxeaching;; For thar 
I vonld render. the abilities of 
MN learned Miniſters (as tO this part 
K of their office ) uſelels. There 
are many occa({10ns which thole 
diſcourſes make no proviſion 
for; and by ſucha practice the 
people in all likelyhood would 
© bc very much diſcontented, it 
F nor inflamed. 1 ſuppole there- 
fore you mean not that the 
Homilies ſhould thruſt our all 
other Preaching, bur that in ſome 
Hs; paces, 
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places and times, they might be 
profitably ufed. *— 

___ E, No, I think it would be 
well if chey were pney en- 
joyni'd ; and fitch' orfers added to 


- 


thent as fhortld be thongh ſea- 


(ortable, ard fir. 


A.t have's great 4 tEVErence 


for' that Book as 'you, arid as 
oreat a ſerife of the inicorveni. 
erices that arife front thie defetts 
of many Preachers. Bir we 
. muſt not always judge of things, 
as they are nakedfy in their na- 
- rures, bure cifcutriſtances muſt 
be weigh'd. Publick Gover- 


_ nours are nor only to conſider. 
the goodnets, bur expediericy ;\ 


attd if! reference t6 a due judg- 
rent if that, miaily exttinfecal 


matters are to be taken into the | 
| _ACCQUUN. þ 


© 


Q= 


'*® 
genre 
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account. Now as our cale is 
wehave (bleſſed be God) plen. - 
ry of learn'd and moſt excellent 
Preachers ( as many 1 believe 
25 any Age or Nation ever had ) 
 FThole have beſtowed much - 
time, pains, and colt forthe fur. 
n{hing themſelves with abili- 
es for the Pulpit , and after all, 
o ſuppreſs their excellent, and 
uſeful labours, and to ſet them 
upon the {ame level with thoſe 
that can but read, would beja 


} preat diſcouragement to them, 


and lo{s tothe Church : it would 


? Wgrear damp upon learning, and 
1 ia all likelyhood, deſtroy the 
plory of thoſe venerable Foun-. 
\ rains of Ptety and Literature : 
i, ES Beſides 


diſhearten and drverg young © © 
Students 1n the Univerinies,be a 
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Beſides which, the People you 
| know are ſo prejudiced, that i: 
would poſſeſs them with rag: 
againſt their Governours, and 
contempt of their Miniſters, fill 
the Conventicles, and 'tis to be 
fear'd, make our breaches and 


-—__ divifions incurable. So that 


_ certainly you are notinearneſt 

m this, or if you are, I ſuppoſe 
there are but very few of your 
mind. [I have heard ſome talk 
mdeed. that they thought it 
might do well, it only ſome 


felect men in every Diocels 


_{ and thoſe-to-be- ſeated in the 
-molt-eminent-places) ſhould 


be allow'd. to Preach, and the 
fame cnjoyned to make every 
pens {o-many Sermons to be de. 


Liver'd to the Biſhop, as in the 


whole 
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whole ſhould come to fifty two : 

be{tdes ſome for the anniverſary 
dayes ; that a Volume of thoſe 
Sermons {ſhould be. . printed 
yearly. © That each Miniſter of 
thoſe not licenſed to. Preach 


their own, ſhould havea Copy, _ 


and no more be printed than 


would {ufhce for them: That © 


they ſhould read, or recite one: 
of thele by heart, every Sunday, 
all they ſhould arrive to fuct - 
Age and Ability, as to be 
thought fit to be intruſted with: 
the inſtructing the people with 


their own Sermons. What ©} 
this would do, and how pratti- - | 


cable it is, I ſhall not pretend 
to determine : Ir looks I con- 
teſs plauſibly enough. Bur I 
am no propoler of new projets; | 
theſe | 


3% 


H 


theſe matters muſt be left to our 
Governours;. and I mention 
this only by the by. _ 

(+ You are refolwd to have 
your own opinion in all.chings 
' wehave talked on;and you fhall 
for me. But notwithſtanding all 
you have ſaid, I ſhall not be per- 
fuaded to have fo good an opini- 
on of Preaching, as you ſecm to 
have, till I have reafon to think 
that the Preachers believe thei 
own Doctrines. 

A. By that you feem to inti- 
| © mate that you think they do 
| not;-A very hard thought, that 


ly. What any man belieyes 


we cannot tell, but by his pro- 
(ions : and the Clergy make 
zealous and carneſt profeſſion 


of 
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of the Chriſtian truths; and 
therefore 'tis great injuſtice, and 
uncharitablene(s ro judge other- 
wile of them, except. upon clear 
evidence. Charity thinketh no evil, 
it makes the beſt and moſt can- 
did interpretations . of things, 
chat are capable of wrong con- 
ſtruction : Butto judg and ſur- 
mile evil where there is no ap- 
pearance of ir, this is to exerciſe 
2 lawleſs and brutiſh force 
upon the names of men, and 
lo refoyce in miquity, as the 
Apoltle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 1.13. 
No ones rTcputation, can be 


may take this lewd liberty of 
faſtening the worlt they can 
pPhancy on them; {0 that except 
you can make out what you 7 


; 6 which 


—— 
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( which Iam ſure you cannot) 
you manifeſtly incurr the guilt 
of being an accuſer of the Bre- 


thren. To aſperle any private 
Chriſtian in this manner, is a 


great fin; how much more is | 
it ſo toſlander an whole order 


of publick perſons, that bear a 
Sacred Charafter. For you do 
not only injure. them 1n their 
perſons, but miſchief others by 
it, whom by ſuch reproaches 
you prejudice againſt them, and 
| fo hinder the good that other- 
wile they might"do by their la- 


* bours: On which account the. 
—Fepurarion of Miniſters -15-and & 


ought to be dear to thole thar 


are truly honeſt and conſcien- 


tious: and where men love to 
pickeer, and to-find faults with 
Minilters 


bw AY ow a # 
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Miniſters , 'tis a plain caſe that 

they have ſome corrupt byas 

that {ways them in thoſe Cen. 

ſures. 

| C. Fer my part I thank God 

; | lhave none. But by their fruits - 

ye ſhall know them : Their aCti-. 

, 8 ons preach contrary to their Ser- 

> | monsp-and are too plain indica- 

- © tions of the lictle (erious credit 

; || they give their own dodrines 

8 and inftructions-Þ 

il A. I hope you do not thin 

- | that I would patronize any 

- | mens vices or miſ{carrages : _ 

e | There are too many 1n all ſorts, _ 

ij and where they are inthoſe of | 

7 || the ſacred funtion they are | 

- | worſt; among whom [I cannot 

o | deny but there are ill practices , 

they are fubje& to the follies 
: and. 
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and paſſions of other men. But 
then I mutt tell you roo, that 
were they Angels in their con- 
verſation, they would be black- 
nedand made vile. For pray 


confider how many enemies 


they have on all fides,that watch 


_ for theirhaltings, and are ready 


ro triumph in any opportunity 
to expoſe them. Many hate 
them for their Fun&tion, more 
for their Conformity : The Ro- 
maniſts on the one hand, and the 
Secs on the other, Thoſe thar 
have plunder'd the Church, and 


_ thole that deſireto doit ; thoſe 


—that have devour'd, and thoſe 
that take lickeriſh notice that 
they have a morſel lefr. Theſe 


generally are glad of any far | 


_ Ting in a conforming Miniſter ; 


they 
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they lye ar catch for fach, and 
when they have got a ſtory, they 
blow ic about with wondrous 
hIfgence 7 So that where there 
$2 mall miſcarnage they will 
Kogravare ic, rillthey have made 
ira great wickednefs, and 
 ſvben Tis an heinous offence; 
 Fihey will impure it to the whole 


Order. And which is worſe, - 


there are many wicked lewd 
ſlanderers ready to afperſe the 
cleareft innocence; and fome 
* flthat make ir cheir bufineſs. in 
their debauches to contrive igno- 


which cheir Enemies are willing _ 
to believe, or arleaſtto propa- 
Fate, though they do not. 
Wherefore confidering theſe, 
and ſuch like unhappy circum- 


ſtances, 
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ſtances, *ris no wonder 1 the 


preſent Clergy ſuffer much in 


their names on this ſcore. | 

C. But what then, - are al] 
the things we heard of lewd and 
debaucht Clergy-men falſe, do 
you think? and are there not 
many ſuchvile Perſons in Holy 
Orders? 
_. 4. I tell you I acknowledge, 
and lament that there are {o 
many unworthy perſons crept 
in among the Clergy ; and | 
wiſh with all my Soul therc 
could be a remedy found for 


it, But will you conlider how 


- moſt (of them get in you know 


molt of the livings of Fg 
are in Lay-Patronage, and you 
cannot be ignorant what un- 


worthy ways are now frequent- 


ly 
: 
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ly taken in the diſpoſal of them : 
what Bonds, Contracts and 
Terms are required, which 
l honeſt, worthy and ingenious 
men will not comply with, bur 
thoſe of no worth or conſcience. 
accept. They bring their 
) I Preſentations to: the Biſhops, 
and are able to give an account 
"| of their learning, as far as the 
Law requires ( which I have 
heard is much leſs than will 
render 4 man able and ſufficient 
according to the expeCation of 
our days ) They bring us alſo a 
tormal Teſtimenial-trom thoſe. 
that likely know little of them, | 
and the Biſhop knows nothing |} 
at all of what they are, leſs of | 
what they are like to prove : - 
" | Bur being ſo qualified, Inſticu- 


tion 
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_ tion and Induftion ,cannot be 
denyed by rhe Law. They get 
into a cure, and misbehave 
themſelves tm it ; and then the 
blame ſhall lie on the Biſhop, 
and the diſgrace ſpread upon 
the whole Clergy. And ge- 
nerally F obſerve that thoſe who 
fo infamonſly, and diſhoneftly 
diſpofe of the lrvings in their 
'gifr, and by ſo doing fill the 


Church with unworthy and | 


wn 2:8 perfons, are the 
famet 


tclamour abaur the il] 
lives of the Clergy, moſt. 


Þ— — a ſhould not-thele abu-Þ 
(es be rected? 
4. I think fome good Laws 


may be wanted to dothis : and 


let me'tell you, thoſe that com- 


__ plain might contribute to «the 


reforming 
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reforming of the miſcarriages. 

| C. Howlo? | 
A. By complaining where, 

and as toy ought : Asto inform 
the Biſhop when they under- 
, ſtand of any 'Simonaical con- 
tracts; to tell the Minifter his 

- | faultwhen they'know him pec- 
cant, and if after that he perfift 
' | in this vice, to make publick 
' | complaint to the Dioceſin: that 
* Þ his reformation may 'be at- 
1 | tempted by the 'Cenfares of the 
* | Church ; or thatupon his con- 
| | rumacious perſiſtence, he may 
beccaſt--ont. If this courle was 
- | taithfully-caken, the evitswould i 
_Þ bein great part cured. _ But'the | 
s | miſery on't is, many _that-cla- || 
| | mor:do nor defrre'that, but are 
- | rather glad of an opportunity to 


——alperic- 
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aſperle, and vilike the Clergy , 
and therefore they complain tor 
miſchief, not for remedy, _ 

C. It may be ſo with ſome, 
but I aſſure you 'tis not ſo with 
me. Burl think now we have 
talkt enough of this ſubject. 

A. I think fo too ; and "tis time 
for me to be going homewards, 

D. Pray let me fay ſome 
_ what toyou firſt. 

A. I wofider you have been 
ſilent fo long, wharis it ? 

D. Isir! [tis totell you tha 
.you have been very bitter in 
your Cenſures of thoſe godly 
_- Miniſters, -whole-: Conſcience: 

will not give them leave to con- 
form. And after all you have 
or can ſay, I-muſt tell you they 
are very powerful Preachers, and 
| ON prevail 


$, 


, things./beyond-the-ju 
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prevail ſo much, not for I know 


not What phancies of yours, bur 
becaule Bey Preach Chriſt, and 
cy down Sin, which very few of 
your National Preachers do. 

"A. 1did not conſider that you 
were ſo near, elſe perhaps I 
might have dealt more gently 
with-your Friends. - In what 
have {aid I have ſpoke plainly as 
Tthought, and as I doubt not, 
theimatter clearly is, as all un- 
derſtanding unprejudiced men, 
who have been acquainted with 
their ways, may ſee , ſo that you 
do me wrong to accuſe me of 


bicrernels, as if Thad «ni | 

cn of them, which I 

aſſure-you was all I intended. 
They are Powerful indeed to 


moye 


| 
8 
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move the affections that Igno- 
rance and Enthuſiaſm, Pride, 
Singularity and Faction hay 
hegat : Thoſe they tir by the 
ſame ways by which they wei 
produced ; \they axe powerti 
onthe affectipns of the j\{enſl/ 
inconſidering, vulgar, which ai: 
(mightily rran{ported by-bluſte 
ring and nojle, as the waters arc 
| by a Storm, when as ſoon as the 
 violence.is over, they are {till 4 
before : But 1do not find tha 
they generally move the in 
telligent and yugiciqus, other 
wile, than to beget-in thei 
——— {corn .of their egregiays:t0]lic 
___ and pitty of their fond ad 
' Mirexs. . Sine ati gh 
Pur they Preach Jeſus :Chri} 
_ you-fay, Which-othars you Bu 


— 
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donot : and .'tis true they have 
the name of Chriſt almoſt gyer 
1a their months, and talk as men 
tranſported with the beauties 
FJ and excellencies of the Lord 
ll Jeſus : This others do not fo 
f much, and therefore Preach not 
Chriſt, you phancy ; by which 
you ſhew how litcle you un- 
derſtand what you fay, notwirh- 
ſtanding you live under their | 
F powerful Preaching. For to 
ll Preach Chriſt is to declare and 
mJ preſs his Doctrines, Laws, Ex- 
ample, and Sanctions, which I 
am (ure our Miniſters ( thoſe of 
them I hear ) conſtantly -and- 


upon, and-to be always 1mper- 
71A tinently and fulſomly repeating 
ol of his name. I cannot deny 
d0 | —inqdeea 


dj earneſtly do-:-and-nor-to-doar- {| | 
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indeed but that-your men allo 
| Fs his Dodtrins and Laws . 
ur yet”ris the opinion'of ſome, 
that many of 'theſe Preachers || 
have fo darkned theſe by their | 
Phraſes, and ſo corrupted them I|._ 
by their falſe and fanatical con. i 
ceits, that their Goſpel is quite I} 
another thing from the Primi- |. 
tive, Apoſtolical Chriftianirv, | 
and if fo, they Preach nor 
Chriſt, but their own dreams. But 
that is too large a ſubject for us 
ro diſcourle now. That I may 
obtain your favour,l will allow 
chey Preach Chriſt (I wiſh ſome 
— -don notout-of Strife and Envy) f 
'——yetcertainly they are -not-the 
only men that do it, nor is that 
- firto be a mark of diſtinction be- 
eween them, and our Miniſters, 
hn = STI 


® 
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© bur they Preach down Sin, 


you: telÞ us ; and that's power- 
| | ful Preaching, and by that they _ 
; | affect the hearts and conſciences 
c | of their hearers. And 'ris true 
1 || thoſe Teachers cry out againſt 
- | fin in the general, with a great 
e | deal of earneſtnelſs, declaring 
- | whata vile and odious thing ſin 
is, With wondrous zeal (I can- 
c | not ſay with fo much ſence and 
t | judgment ) bur then, they ſel. 
s | dome deſcend to particulars, 
y | <xcept in declaiming againſt che 

noted fins of others, and ſuch as 
e || they take their Governours in . | 
) | Church and State,- and thoſe of - 
e || oppoſite judgment ro them, to © 
ic | be guilty of : So that their com- | 
| mon places of inveQive, are . I 
s. | Zolatry, Will-worſhip, Superſtition, 

] 2 


Humane 
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Humane Inventions, 'Formalitty, 
Perſecution, hatred of the Godly, 
and ſuch like (things of 'which 
themſelves are as guilty as any 
fort of men in the world, though 
they think not ſo) But for the 
{ins with which they are gene- 
rally, and plainly chargeable 


(thoſe I mention'd before) Ma- | 


tice, Deceit, Diſobedience, Pride, 
 Covetouſneſs, Backbiting, Rebelli- 
on, Schiſm, Sacrilege, and other 
\uch, we ſeldom hear them 
declaim againſt thoſe. I ao not 


remember thatin ten years, in 


- Which I was capable of obſer- 


wing in the late times, that I 
ever heard one Sermon from Þ 


any of them? upon either of 
thoſe ſubjects. TO, 
D. You may talk what you 


pleaſe, 
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peas but for my part, Iſhall 


ear thoſe men, becauſe I find 
I profit by them, and I cannor 


by your Pariſh Miniſter. 


A. That 1s the continual pre- 
tence for leaving our Chneches 
when people have nothing elſe 
to lay. Pray therefore let you 
and I debate this matter a lictle. 
lou don't profit by our own Mimiſter : 


| You do by thoſe other Teachers. 


As to the firſt, let me ask you, 
whoſe fault is it that youdo not 


| profic ? Doth not our Miniſter 


Preach the great Truths, and 
Duties of the Chriſtian Religi- 


on.? Dor't you obſerve that he Ii 
on our the moſt ſutable, uſe- 


ul and' awakening Subjects ? 
Doth he not repreſent the Do- 
rines with plainneſs and di- 

I 3 ſtinneſs, . 
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ftinnels? Doth he not preſs 
the duties with carncftneſs and 
affection, doth he notlay down 
the great motives. and encou- 
Tagements, and give us the true 
practicable directions to guide 
ns in the performance ? (You 
have heard him often) what 
{ay you, can you deny any of 
_ this? | 

D. I have no great fault | 
confels to find with the mans 
Preaching, but yer methinks1 
am not ſo much affc&ed with it, 
nor can I profit by ES 

A. It ſeems you do not profit, 
but you-cannot tell why ; therc:- 
| fore give me leave to tell you 
the reaſon. Firſt, you have no 
kindneſs for the Miniſters per- 
fon, becauſe he conforms, and 

it 
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it may be, is not in all things of 
the ſame opinion with the men 


you admire. 

D. Now you mind me of it, 
I muſt tell you he is not Ortho. 
dx, nor {ound in his judgment, 
and that I confeſs doth beget in 
me ſome diſlike of him. 

A. Orthodox is a word by 
which your men mean one of 
their own opinions; and of 
theſe they are very fond, and in 
doating on uncertain points that 
appertain not to the foundation, 
they ſhew themlelves very ſu- 
perſtitious, and: lay ground for 
eternal Schiſm, and even for 


_ Scepticiſm, and Atheiſm itſelf. 


For when diſputed things are 


adhered ro as certain and ne- 


' ceſlary, Chriſtian Charity will 


I 4 be 
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. bedeſtroyed, and all things at 
laſt diſpured.. 
But pray what do you make 
the meaſure of Orthodoxy ? Are 
not the belief of and adherence 
to the Scriptures, the firlt Fa. 
chers and Councils, the old 
Creeds, and the Articles of the 
' Church of England (which in the 
Doctrines your men pretend to 
allow) are not thele enough to 
intitle a man Orthodox ? and 
all theſe our Miniſter teacheth, 
and profeſleth, 
D. But doth he not hold 


ſome opiniens that are contrary 


to thoſe grounds of belief? __ 
_ A. 1 do not think he doth, 


T and [ dare ſay he thinks he doth 


not. Inextra-eflential matters 
the Pious andthe Learncd of all 


forts | 
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forts have ever been of different 
judgments, and are like ſo to 
continue to.the worlds end, 1 
have in my time, converſt with 
men of-all perſuaſions, and yet - 
ſcarce ever met any two (though 
of the ſame general way: and 
Communion, that were 1n all 
things of the ſame mind : And 
therefore if our Miniſter judgeth 
otherwiſe than you or I, or this 
or that Divine, in ſome .ont--- 
points of Theology, it.is:but as 

1 || every thmking man: efe doth : 
and we that hear him conſtantly 
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: know, that he generally Preach- - 
Path the great acknowledg'd _ 
| | Truths, and never troubles ins 

. || hearers with private opinons : : 

| | Bur zealouſly and frequently 


reproves thoſe that difturby the - 
ER 
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world with their particula; 
| phancies, and declares continu- 
ally againſt medling in the. Pul 
pit with unneceſlary controver- 
{1es and notions; ſo that if it 
were lo, that he had priv te opi- 
nions, you and I nee. not be 
concern'd about them. 
D. Well! but I have heard him 
Preach Doctrines I did nor like. 
A. "That may be.: But hope 
you do not take your liking or 
diſiking to be the ſtandard of 
Poctrines ft to be Preach'd or 
not. 
D. Nay, I mean DoGtrines 


_that were Erroneous; whichwa 


one reaſon [left his Miniſtry. 
A. Erroneous ! as you thought : 

you would have your judgment 

to be the meaſure of truth-and 


falſhood 


al 
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allkood. Do you not think. 
you are in lome things miſtaken? 

D. I know Iam fallible.. 
| 4. And do actually. err in 
many things ? 

C. Ir may be o. 

A. And yet you ſtick to all 
your opinions with thar {tiffnels 
as if you were infallible : and 
condemn every one for errone- 
ous that in the leaſt differs from 
you. This let metell you, is 
great pride and immodeſty, and - 
renders people very unteach- 
able, when they will not re. 
ceive or bear any thing but 


i what is juſt according to their | 


own phancy, and preconcetv'd . 
opinion; nor be taught toun-. 
derſtand any thing better than 
they do already, as if” their: 


knowledg 
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| knowledg was perfe&t, and 
their minds had noneed of in- 
formation; when - as moſt 
commonly ſuch preſimptuous 
perſons are very ignorant, and 
the knowledg they pretend, is 
but' a confuſed heap of vain 
imagmations, which'they pickt 
up : by chance, and have no 
truth or coherence-in-them. 

D. Every man muſt judg by 
the beſt underſtanding he hath, 
and {o-did 1, when 1 judg'd-your 
Miniſter to- Preach Erroneon; 
Doctrine. _ 

4, Andrbas you ſay was one 
reaſon of your withdrawing 
from him 7 
+ 3,- LE, 

4: But did you ever go to 
tim to diſcourſe the matter 

| with 


E 
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with him ? Perhaps you miſtook. 
his meaning; or it may be he 
t | might have made it appear that | 
s | he was in the right, and you in 
d | the wrong. 
s| D. 1did nottrouble my. ſelf 
1 | to do thar. 
if 4. And yet you withdrew +-- 
of from his Miniſtry upon it ? 
"D141. 
'| 4. Thenlet metell you, you 
| did a very raſh, uncharitable, 
| unchriſtian action. We arenor, 
5 you knoxw, to ſeparate from the 
_ converlation of any private per- 
[| ſon till we have told him- his _ 
S fault berween us and him, 
though the Sault be plain and 
apparent : "much lels may we 
| divide from the Church and our 
- Miniſters, till -we haye made 
ne — the 
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the matter-of offence known ; 


much leſs may we do-itwherr 


the fault is not evident, and 
certain, It isno {mall matter 
to change the Guide that Gods 
providence, and our Gover- 
nours have ſet over us, and to 
rake others contrary-tothe Laws 
under which we live, ris 2 
thing that before a man doth it 


he ſhould conſider well, for 


here is ar leaſt the appearance of 


danger. *Tis ſomething to break 
Laws and diſturb Governors, 
and trouble Miniſters, and 


offend private Chriſtians; tis 
ſomething, I ſay, which a tender 


Conſcience would not do, with- 
out great conſideration, and 
without being fully reſoly'd in 
the, neceflity of it: and how 
———— po 
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then durſt you do it, upon a 
miſlike of your Miniſters Do- 
arine, when yo never did your 
ſelf or him that right, as to.lpeak 
with him about 1t? and toen- 
quire what ſatisfa&tion he could 
oive you init. This let me tell 
you plainly, 1s an error greater - 
than any you can-prerend in his 
Poctrines, it is a fin that hath a 
complication of many others, 
Pride and Stomach, Seif-will, Con- 
_ tempt of your betters, and caule- 
lels Diſobedience to your Gover- 
nors. You have now choſen 
ways and teachers upon your 
own head, andityou happento' 
be miſtaken in your choice (as I - 
much fear you are) this conh- 
dent proceeding and bold re- 
lying on your own underſtan- 


cing, 
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ding, will render your fin and ll. 


folly inexcuſable. 
_ D. I perceive you grow 
angry. Fare you well. 

A. Nay, pray ſtay a little, | 
am noteſo much angry as griev'd 
at your ways: and have a 
_ queſtion more to ask: you on oc- 
cahbon of what: you have told 
me; ahd' that is, Whether you 
are to leave every Miniſter and 
Church, as ſoon as any thing is 
 ſaidthatis really erroneous, in 
the lefler and uneſlential mar- 
ters ? 

D. Should we not love the 
- truthand fly from errors? I think 
we ought to ſertle where the 
greateſt purity is both in Do. 
&rine and Worſhip. — 
A And upon thele terms we 


{hall 
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ſhall never ſettle any where at 
all. For no Church pretends it 
ſelf co be infallible, bur the Ro- 
mai : and there are no particu- 
lar men or body of men, but 
have. their actual errors and 
miſtakes. So that according to 
this way of proceeding you 
muſt have departed from the 
Preaching and Communion 
of the holieſt Men, and beſt 
Churches of the moſt ancient, 
yea and of all times. In many 
things we err, as well as offend 
all. Po | 

I have thus ſpoken to you 
freely in this matter, I hope you _ 
will confider it. But I have - 
2 little more to ſay of your not 
profiting under our Minilter : I 
am yet ſpeaking to the firft 


caule, 
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cauſe, your prejudice againſt high 
perſon, which in a manner youf 
confeſs : Where this is, the Do 
Qrine will not be heeded, be iſ; 
what it will , and I have plain xi 
uy obſerved this effe& in you 
when I have ſeen you at Churchſy} 
ſometimes at Funeral Sermons Wi 
_ or other occaſions. ; 
D. What have you 0M 
9 
. I havetaken notice, that 
Pd the Miniſter hath beenfl 
ſpeaking ofthe greateſt matters, 
in the moſt pathetical and 
moving way, yet you havc}m 
looked coldly, nſenſibly, andÞ is 
-unconcernedly upon it : where-Jt| 
as I remember when the men} y 
you now follow, preachr_ inf] « 
publick, you fed co liſten with] { 


d 


c 
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Me 1 very viſible and affeionate 
oulfrtent?9n, to all, even the poor, 
ean, impertinent, and ſome- 
es ſenſeleſs things, they de- 
wer'd , andto be very dihgent 
n penning thoſe Sermons ; 
when as theſe you manifeſtly 
gar by your . carriage, even 
ſhen they are full of the 
Jreightieft, and moſt uſeful 
uths? And is not this to have 
the Faith of Chriſt with reſpe#of 
jerſons? And to come under * 
St. Fudes Character of the Sepa- 
ratiſts of his time, who had 
mens perſons in admiration ? "This _ 
dls not to honour Miniſters for 
-f their works ſake, bur to under- 
nf value and flight their work tor 
nf theirs, whereas a Chriſtian 
nf ſhould joyfully hear Chrifts 
a Truths 
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Truths and Laws, and affectioNÞ}d 
nately imbrace them for theit hel 
- own lake, and his. lect 

D. This Ido for all your ob ol 
ſervations, and ſo I hope youſþ"s 
have done with me. N01 

A, No, I have more cauſg$'* 
yet to ſhew of your not profiting 
_ under our Miniſter : you told 
me he delivered Dodtrines Ut 
ſometimes that you did not 
like : He preſſeth the duties 0 he 
Peaceableneſs, Modeſty of jude-(ſ® 
ment, Candor, Subjetion to Go-F* 
; Vernors, Charity, &c. And re-P" 
proves the contrary. vices, and" 
- theſe are very proper, and fea 
ſonable ſubjects for the needs ol 0 
the Age : But ſuch DodrinesÞP 
you do not like, your party 1 K 
want-to. call the RENT EO þ 

and | 


i 
; 
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080d neceſſary repreſentation of _ | 
:hele matters, railing, and re- 
efting on the godly. So that 
hoſe ru _ their contrary 
oins muſt nor be coucht leſt you 
round the good People. No; 
reach up the comfortable _ 
1Poctrines of Gods ſeeing no ſin in. 
Iſis choſen, Salvation by Faith 
epitbout Works, and the Righteouſ- 
otfie/s of Chriſt covering our Sins, (in 
ofthe Antinomian fence ) Liberty of 
2 onſcience, the Privileges of the 
o-Þaints, the marks of Regenerati- 
en that comprehend the Party, 
{nd exclude allelle : the abomi- 
x ſpations of the Wicked, that are | 
x ſor the Common-Prayer, and 
; Biſhops. O theſe are edifying, 
; ſÞoul-refreſhing Doctrines, thele 
} you like, becauſe they flatter 
d you 


\ 
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you in your ways :. Thoſe thaffive 
Preach thus, ſhall have - youſfon 
Company, your Ears, youſhi 
| Hearts, and your Purles : Whet AC 
as ſich as Preach the ſoundfre 
ſearching Doctrine, you cannafſhe: 
endure : you -vilihe their perſh 
ſons, and are prejudiced againlſ 
their Preaching, and be it neye 
lo powerful and profitable, yo 
can learn nothing from ir, becaulfi 
you will 3ot. Here's the bottonſ 
of your phancied profiting b 
your own Preachers, and not b 
ours. Burtif a man ſhould ao 
you in what principles of Reliſfal 
gion you are hetter inſtructedo 
what duties you are excited tofre 
anddirected in, that you coulfhs 
not learn from our Miniſters 
_ Ibelieve you would beablc ſth 
— O1V 


. » 
' 


: 
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S$ive but a lender . account. of 
ouour profiting in thoſe things, in 
hich the true proficiency of a 
Khriftian doth conſiſt. Buryour 
S$rofiting is your being gratified, 
leaſed, and incouraged in the | 
ſay of oppoſition, and ſepara- 
jon you are in. 
D. I cannot endure to hear 
oFfour wicked and prophane 
iſcourſe, and therefore once 
nore, fare you well. | 
A. I know every thing 1s 
rophane in your account that 
| ork, not favour your Phantaſti- 
al and Schiſmatical ways. It _ 
you are angry at my honelt - 
Freedom I muſt bear it as well 
as can, andſo; Your Servant. 
E, He'l do your errand to 
the Brotherhood, and pubiilh 


yOu 
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you for a very carnal wicked 
matt.-:-- Sa, 

A. That's their uſual way of 
an{wering when they are round. 
_ ly oppoſed, and of reforming p: 
when they are ſeriouſly rc 
proved. I value the favour 
any wile and good man, bur 
' for theirs ran, 1t not. 

E. He ſpeaks bitterly againl! 
_ our Miniſters, when he 1s 1 
company where he can talk at 
— hiberry. His common accula 
tion of them is that they Preach y 
for hire. kc 

A, It is fic that he that Preach g 


——eth. the Goſpel ſhould liveff x 


by it. And the Juſtice-and f 

Piety of our Anceſtors hav } 

made {ome proviſion for then j 

in molt places, fetled by ou x 
: mo 
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moſt Fundamental Laws; and 
what they have out. of any mans 
"Eſtate on that account, is as 
i much. theirs, as the remaining 
oF part 15 bs. Here is the miſtake 
Fj of men that talk thus, They | 
Ol reckon that all they poſleſs iS 
US their own, in which account 
they are mk out : all 1s their 
own when their debrs are paid ; 

when they have paid to God 
aY the things that are Gods, and to 
1Y Ceſar che things that are Ceſars ; 

cl what the Laws have ordained 
to be paid out of their Eſtates to 


i others, is their property, andno | 
vi man can be called an hireling 


m—_ 


8-for-raking what is his own : 

vel] Nor can Miniſters be any more 
| juſtly called fo for receiving the 
uy maintenance the ancient Laws | 


0 'K and 
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and Government have allowed 
them, - than. Kings for taking 
Taxes, and other payments 
from their Subjects. FE 
_ E. Miniſters have much to 
do with ſuch people: and many 
that in words pretend they 
love the Church are as trouble- 
fome as thoſe. Such as neglect 
the publick worſhip, and never 


come to it, but when they have 


nothing elſe to do; now and 
then you ſhall ſee chem drop 


into the Church by chance, but 


in their very coming in they 


ſhew how little concerned they | 


are, and their whole carriage 


after declares their careleſrnets, 


and indifferency to thoſe things. 
So that if the Miniſter particu- 
larly court and careſs them 
- I with: 
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without taking notice of their 
indevotion, and other fins, _ 
he may chance to have their 
good word a little while : bur 
if .he do not fo, they be ready 

on all occaſtons, and withour 
any, to carp at him , ithe omits 

any of the leaſt circumſtances | 
of his duty ( or they phancy ſo) . + 
he ſhall be fure to hear of their | 
railing, and backbiting of him , 
when as the moſt conſtant, la- 
borious, and worthy diligence 
in the work of his Miniſtry, and 
the moſt laudable performance 
of all offices publick and private, 
intereſt or favour with them, 
nor 'as much as their good 
word. The ground of which 

is becaule the things he admi. 
K 2 niſters. , 
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niſters to them are not at all 
valued, and have no hold upon 
their affe&tions. S 

A. Perhaps they may like to 
hear him Preach a little, while 
he is new among them : but 
when _he hath- reſided any 
time,he grows ſtale, and cannot 
aftet them with his Preach. 
ing, _though conſtant exer- 
cile hath never ſo much in 
proved him in thar faculty. - 

E. And 'tis another diſcou- 
ragement to learned and ablc 
Miniſters that .after all their 
_ reaching, people have ſo little 


vine matters, as to be moſt of 
all taken with the weakeſt, and 
moſt trifling of thoſe men, that 


now and then happen to ſupply 


3 their 
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their room. I have heard ſome 
of them ſay that they are ex- 
treamly glad when their Audi- 
tors happen to be pleaſed witty 
any true and {ubſtaftial Preach- 
and applauding thoſe that they, 
and other judicious men, were 
aſham'd to hear, this ſhews 
their little proficiency, and can- 
not but be matter of trouble to 
their Miniſters. 

A. And no doubt itis fo, not 
ont of envy to thole poor re- 


tailers of- tmall wares; bur of __ 
pirty to their follies, and the _ 
Peoples want of underſtanding 


and judgment : it would trouble 


any man to-ſee that he hath ſo 


far loſt his labour, in all his dili- - 
gent | EndeaVours to mitru&t 


K 3 them ; 


er; butro hear oftheir admiring 


lt -—- 
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them ; to find that they gene- 
rally feel not any Bae, {ub- 
ſtancial, practical, - awakenin 
truch, but will fit ſtupid, and 
dead under {uch , when they are 
pleaſed, and tranſported with 
weak, aftected, ſuperficiab{tuff, F|th' 
that hath no ſence, underſtand- fre: 
ing, or life in it. Butit grows ſſey 
late we may have ſome other Jab 
opportunity to dilcourle thele 
- matters. _ 

'E. Pray before we part let ha 
me have a word or two more P1 
with you. You have been a({-ſw 

| is 
W 


- ſerting and-commending-Planſ 

— Preaching, and youſeemto make|w 

Plainneſs the general Character w 

of all good Sermons, Bur willſ fo 

not this diſoblige the Miniſters] ar 

from taking pains about them {| ti 
would 


guat_e \ , 


+ ynthought, unconhder'd; but | 
what 15 unſ{train'd, unafleted,, + 
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ould it not expoſe their 
Preaching to- the diſreſpe&, it. 
not contempt of the People ? 
Will chey not think they can 
Preach themlelves, if ic. be ſo 
plain a buſineſs ? And will not 
the Miniſterial office be hereby 
render'd liable to be uſurp'd by _ 


every one that judgeth: he has 


abilities for plain inſtruction ? 

_ A. I perceive you have not 
taken ſufficient notice of what 

has been {aid jn deſcribing plain 
Preaching; Ido not mean by it, _ 
what is {hight and vulgar, what 


Oo 


what 1s manly, and ſolid; and 
lo to ſpeak requires learning 
and ({tudy, and improved facul=> } 
ues, "his ſhould be the end of 


4 


words, and terms of art (which 


__— —_— 


high expreſſions, and talking 


learned, when his _ has 


( 
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a wile mans pains to conceiyt le: 
things clearly, and to-expreſyp""* 
them plainly. It asks muchFPE 
leſs of parts and abilities to talkF* . 
myſtically in phraſes, and hard al 


many admire, becauſe they dof 
not underſtand) than it doth to 
ipeak properly, and intelli-Jt" 
gibly ; which, chough it may th 


lteem very eaſte-to: be done, yer Li 


indecd it requires. molt labour, Pr 


and 'tis maltery to have'gain'd 
this ability. A man doth not p9 


ſhew his wir or learning, by 1 


: - FR 
_ rolling in metaphors, _ I 
_ tering his ſentences of Greek}! 


and Latin, by abounding in 


1m the clouds, bur he-is then} 


clear'd 
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.alcar'd his underſtanding, and 
Furniſhc it with full and diſtin& 
pprebenſions of things ; when 
it enables him to make hard 
Jfningy plain; and conceptions, 
nit were confuſed, diftin&t, and 
ederly ; and he ſhews his learn- 
ng by ſpeaking good,ſtrong,and 
plain ſence. So that you ſee 
there is no fear of makin 

Learning unneceſſary to bod 


SS» 
&- 

A 

0 


S2--_.- 
oy >; JD 


exculing Miniſters from raking 
pains; there is no fear of ex- 


I have commended : and for 


anſwer contain'd in what I have 
I faid already, I ſay further, 
that the Miniſters. ors is, 
bleſſed be God, ſecured from 
| ſuch 


UI ww nA if = O& fa. 
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Preaching ; there is no fear of _ 


ring the office by the plainneſs 


your objeCtion that this will lay > 
it open to intruſions, beſides the 
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| ſuchinvaſions by the diſcipline, 
order, and government of thelſh 
Church according to the primi.ſÞ 
tive Apoſtolical pattern, and, 
rules, and not by the Clergies|iſc 
having the only abilities to in- 
{truct ; Idoubt not but there are 
many pious and knowing Lay-Iih 
men, whole parts and | 


ledg would enable them + for 


publick wht, buc they have 
0 


no Authoriry lo to-do; andf 
therefore 'twould be a great (in, 
and folly for them to attempt it. 
Eyery man may not do every i 
thing that he can; there is 3 
politick as well as r. taral capaci- i 
ty ;- the Laws of Government 
are to be conlider'd, and ob- 
 fery'd, and according to them, 
the _ abilicies of -men ought 

to be imployed, or reftrain'd. 
| E. You 


nNOW-W 


OY 
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E. You have ſatisfied me as 
) thar marter, but your plain 
Preachers do not take fo much 
pains as exact Preaching would 
require ; for I underſtand that 
ſome of them Preach. Extempore. 

4. 1 know indeed ſome that 
Preach without writing; but their 
Preaching is nor therefore Ex- 
tempore ; Extempore 18 unthought, 
not unwritten : and theſe do not 
rent unconſfider'd, - unpremedi- 
ated inftructions. No, thoſe 1 
plead for peepate chemlſelves by 
previous ſtudies of the Sciences, 
and Divinity , after which with _ 
Foauch anxiety and thoughtful- _ 
"Yneſs, they ſettle clear, and cohe- 
rent conceptions in their minds, 
of the Chriſtian dodrines, en- 
' Ycouragements, and rules of life ; 
ſttey 45 exerciſed themfctves 


= 


% 5 v3 P , * p SHOE. S ous Ip hr 2 CRY + Ks 7y 3 Rd %. ' $ ooh ? Me Li Ye Ts "ITY q v CPTTST £3 ed; hs cies 5 L 
- ; » O 4 
* . 
| 112 —— 1di07HE 
| . 14 
N PE : 


S long, in laborious. Preaching 
and it may bethence havegain' 
the ability of ready, and eaſi 
expreſlion ; _ they frame th 
ſcheme of. eyery particular Se 

, mon, and lodge it diftin&y i 
their minds ; yea they lay th 
train of the — inlargemen 

and ſettle the . conſequence « 
each thing ro another, unde 
eyery head ,- though they giv 


themſelyes not the trouble c 


writing and forming all into ſe 
words. And if any will condem 
this for Extempore EFRcung, 


think they are Very unjuſt 1 
_ their Cenſure. 

_ E. If itbeſo, Iſhall not mak 
one: of thoſe Cenſurers ; nor 
prelent / give you further Dj 
verfhon from your occaGons, 

T9” © ES Good Night. 
EE es £7. 


